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THE CIRCULAR, 
Has for its fund tal principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim 
however, is to giveits readers also a supply of general in- 
tclligence, and the news of the day. 

Terms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn us acopy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address “ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 











a. “ua ret ied 

Che Oneida Association 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 

Nursery Fruit Trees of choiceVarieties; Grape 

Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 


Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 
H Tuacker, Superintendent. 











Rustic Furniture, Seats, Tables, Arbors, &c., 
of natural Cedar crooks, with iron fastenings; 
Gothic and other patterns. 

C. Exxis, Master-workman. 


ADDO 








Steel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. 

8. Newnouse, Superintendent. 

Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Carr, O H. Mitier, C. Ouvs, Agents. 

Traveling-Bags: an Assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from carefully selected stock. 
Merchants supplied. 

J. Reynoups, 
Mrs. E. Wuirrievp, 





} Superintendents, 


Paim-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 
the Community. 
Mrs. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 
Milling : Custom work done as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill, 
D. J. Harz, Miller. 


J ob-Printing: most kinds of Printing carefully 
executed at the Circutar Office. 
G. CamrBe.u. 
Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
De Larre, Oneida Association. 











Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCTATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. Y. 





Putney Commure. 


GARDENING, NURSERY -GROW- 


ing and Milling. Address, 
M. L. WORDEN, .... PUTNEY, VT. 





Wallingford Commune. 


FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 


A. ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 

The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 
an octavo volume of 500 pages. —By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 


Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. Printed and 
published atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 
N. Y. 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 





Annual Reports; (2d and 3rd) of the 


Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


s@~Past Volumes of the Circular, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the country. 

B@= Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 
ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
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Enduring Faith. 

Christ says in one place, “ He that be- 
lieveth shall be saved,” and in another, 
“ He that endureth to the end, shall be 
saved.” If we examine Scripture defini- 
tions and examples of faith, we shall find 
that these statements mean the same 
thing—the second being only explanatory 
of the first. He that believeth after the 
Scripture fashion, is he that endwreth.— 
In the parable of the sower, in one of the 
Evangelists, it is said that the stony- 
ground hearers endure but for a time, and 
in another, that they believe but for a 
time; by which it appears that the words 
are equivalent to each other. When 
Christ says “ he that believeth shall be 
saved,” he evidently means, that he who 
so believes, that not persecution, nor 
affliction, or cares, or temptations, or the 
contagious unbelief of the world around 
him, or the vicissitudes of a forty years’ 
warfare, can move him from his onward 
and upward course, shall be saved, Abra- 
ham is called the father of all them 
that believe—and certainly his faith was 
of this enduring, continuous nature. Its 
most eminent characteristic, as brought 
to light in the 11th of Hebrews, is its 
strength to hope and wait for distant 
benefits—acting under the influence of 
that hope through a long period of embar- 
rassment and discouragement. The prom- 
ise that he should have a son was not ful- 
filled until twenty-five years after it was 
made ; and the accompanying promise 
that his seed should inherit the land of 
Canaan, and he should be heir of the 
world, was not fulfilled within his life- 
time, but was designed to embrace in its 
accomplishment, the interests of God’s 
kingdom among men throughout all gen- 
erations. Yet we read that he staggered 
not through unbelief, but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God. Abraham’s 
faith, and that of the other worthies 
mentioned in the 11th of Hebrews, was 
brought forward by Paul to illustrate the 
nature of that faith without which it is 
impossible to please God ; and the only 
difference which he makes between the 
faith of believers under the law and un- 
der the gospel, is a difference of degree, 
not of kind. They who subdued king- 
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, were stoned, sawn asunder, 
tempted, &c., had taken only the primary 
lesson in the school of faith; but their 
faith was the same in kind as that which 
was perfected in Christ. 

The faith of the gospel is “the faith of 
Christ””—not merely faith in Christ, 
or faith in imitation of Christ—but the 
actual faith of Christ workingin his mem- 
bers. So that we may learn what he 
means, when he says—“ He that believeth 
shall be saved,” by examining the nature 
of his own faith. In the beginning of the 
12th chapter of Hebrews Paul brings. for- 
ward Jesus Christ as the last of his cloud 
of witnesses—the crowning example of 
enduring faith, “ Wherefore seeing we 
are compassed about with so great a cloud 





State, as distinctly as possible. 


en —_ 





and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, looking unto Jesus the av- 
thor and finisher of our faith ; who for the 
joy that was set before him, endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God, 
For consider him that endured such con- 
tradiction of sinners against himself, lest 
ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” 

Paul preached Christ. He then 
preached the faith of one who was made 
perfect through suffering—who resisted 
unto blood striving against sin. We ac- 
cordingly find, that Paul, as a minister 
of Christ, did not make it his chief busi- 
ness to convert sinners, but after having 
faithfully presented the gospel, he la- 
bored to develope and increase the endur- 
ing faith of Christ in those who received 
it,-and to prepare them to expect the 
trials and afflictions which were necessary 
in their case as well ashis. The follow- 
ing is an instance of his practice in this 
respect : We read in Acts 13th and 14th 
that Paul and Barnabas were commis- 
sioned and sent forth by the Holy Ghost 
to preach. This they did in many 
places—particularly at Antioch and Lys- 
tra and Iconium, and many believed.— 
They were compelled to leave Iconium, 
and went to Derbe: but after they had 
preached the gospel in that city, they 
returned again to Antioch, and Lystra, 
and Iconium,—‘ confirming the souls of 
the disciples and exhorting them to con- 
tinue in the faith, and that we must 
through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.’ 

That faith in the primitive church was 
equivalent to endurance, appears in the 
high commendations which they con- 
stantly bestow upon patience, and in the 
value which they set upon tribulation, as 
a means of developing it. They evident- 
ly regarded tribulation as one item of the 
grace of God-~a part, and a very valuable 
part of the discipline of that school in 
which they received their education for 
eternity. The following testimony of 
three apostles, sufficiently shows, that 
they regarded temporary tribulation, as 
Christ represented it, both by word and 
example, as among the glorious blessings 
of the gospel. ‘ We glory in tribulations 
also ; knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience , and patience, experience ; and 
experience, hope ; and hope maketh not 
ashamed, because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, 
which is given to us. Rom. 5: 3—5. 
‘My brethren count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations; knowing 
this, that the trial of your faith worketh 
patience. But let patience have her per- 
fect work, that ye may be perfect and en- 
tire, wanting nothing.’ James 1: 2—4. 
‘Ye greatly rejoice, though now for a 
season if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations ; that the 
trial. of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise and honor and glory at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ.’ 1 Peter 





of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
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Let it not be supposed that we attrib- 
ute to the apostles the folly of those who 
value tribulation for its own sake, and 
commend and practice self-torment, The 
figure which Peter uses in the passage last 
quoted shows the exact place which he 
gave to suffering in the economy of the 
gospel. As all the positive value lies in 
the gold and nct in the fire that purges 
it, so all real good lies in the enduring 
faith of the sufferers, and notin their 
sufferings. Yet sufferings, like the fire, 
are the necessary agencies of trial and 
purification. We may also ascertain the 
true value and place of suffering by refer- 
ring to the figure which James uses, (5: 7,) 
and which occurs more frequently perhaps 
than any other throughout the Bible, 
viz., that which represents the word of 
God as seed sown in the earth, and thus 
given up to present death in hope of a fu- 
ture harvest. When the husbandman 
has sown his seed, he harrows his field ; 
not as though the harrow would commu- 
nicate any vitality to the seed, but for 
the purpose of favoring the growth of the 
vitality that is already in the seed. So 
the word of God, and not suffering, is the 
life and the whole life of the Christian : 
but suffering, like the harrow, favors the 
growth of the word of God, 











Worsaking our Old Life. 
Christ says, ‘‘ He that forsaketh not 
all that he hath, cannot be my disciple.” 


to remedy faults in our character, by 
means ot resolutions, watching, praying, 
or even by faith in Christ. If we succeed 
in curing some defects, while we are do- 
ing it, others spring up, and we find that 
we have been only patching up the “old 
man.” Deceived by its fair exterior, wo 
are exceedingly reluctant to pronounce it 
‘a hopeless case, and forsake it as we 
would a sinking ship. He who is perfect- 
ly acquainted with the secret windings 
of the human heart, has pronounced: it 
“deceitful above al? things”—above our 
capability of realization then, and if so, 
certainly beyond oureapability of cure. 
An offering to God, to be acceptable to 
him, must be perfect, unspotted, free 
from all blemish. Can a clean thing come 
out of an unclean? Cana pure unblem- 
ished heart be manufactured out of that 
which God has declared to be so exceed- 
ingly deceitful, and ‘desperately wicked ?’ 
The filthy rags of our own righteousness 
must be abandoned for the ‘robe of 
Christ’s righteousness ;’ the deceitful 
heart exchanged for Jesus Christ’s sim- 
plicity and singleness of purpose to serve 
God ; and then shall we find acceptance 
with God. To forsake our life, then, is 
to deny our old nature, cast it out as an 
unclean spirit, and receive the nature of 
Jesus Christ. Do the lusts of the flesh 
plead for indulgence ? peint them to him 
who offered himself a living sacrifice to 
God without spot, and they vanish.— 
Does passion assault ? oppose to it the 
meekness of the Lamb of God. Christ’s 


life in us will subdue all things to himself. 
‘Every passion will be changed from an 





auxiliary of the devil, into an efficient 


It is not forsaking our life, to endeavor 
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helper and servant of Christ. In this 
will we rejoice, that greater is he that is 
in us than he that isin the world— 
Hereby is victory ensured over the world, 
the flesh and the devil. M. E. C. 
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Taik about Criticism. 

The legitimate effect of criticism is to make us 
sincere. How often have we observed this in the 
individual experience of the Association. There 
is a multitude of influences, palpable and impal+ 
pable, at work upon so large a company as are 
assembied here, which tempts us to be outward 
and superficial, Sometimes things, indispensable 
in themselves to be attended to, become a source 
of temptation, and we have to be corrected.— 
This 1s true for instance of our social relations, 
amusements, alimentiveness‘and work; all good 
and desirable, and perfectly natural in their pla- 
ces, but liable to misuse and even abuse. If 
the flesh gets the ascendency, the mind becomes 
outward bound, the heart is neglected, and the re- 
sult is superficiality, alias insincerity. 

The nataral, and, in Association always availa- 
ble cure for this, is criticism. Sincerity is the 
granite bottom for our spirits and hearts to stand 
on, and is absolutely indispensable to spirituality. 
We cannot grow in grace without it. Criticism is 
the gentle rod of chastisement administered by 
our Father—grievous perhaps in its infliction, 
but sincerity is the peaceable fruit of righteous- 
ness which it afterwards yields. 


Tf persons become inflated with a bad spirit, 
consequent upon prosperity or some othcr per- 
verted good, and become hard and repulsive to 
those around them—then comes criticism, and for 
a while, may be, poignant grief; egotism works ; 
—but afterwards brokenness of heart and deep 
repentance ensues, and the same individual be- 
comes sweet and acceptable to all about him.— 
This is the chief value of criticism—it works repen- 
tance and godly sorrow, which sweetens the life. 
How manifest this appeared in the case of the 
Corinthians. They had become puffed up and self- 
sufficient, and it brought down upon them asharp 
criticism. The effect of it was all that Paul could 
have desired. How cheeringly he wrote to them 
the second time. ‘For behold this self-same 
thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what 
carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing 
of yourselves, yea, what vehement desire, yea, 
what zeal, yea, what revenge; in all things ye 
have approved yourselves to be clear in this mat- 
ter’ 2Cor. 7: 11. 

One thing is certain, criticism, in one form or 
another, is indispensable to our salvation. In qne 
of these ways it must be administered to us, or 
we cannot enter heaven. Ist. The Lord may 
criticise us, either by his Spirit, or providence.— 
2d. We may criticise ourselves. If we have dis- 
cernment cnough to know when we are off the 
track, and strength sufficient to put ourselves on 
again, the end may be attained,—“ we shall not be 
judged of the Lord.” 3d. We may be criticised 
by others. Criticism, in one, or in all of these 
ways, is common in an Association like ours ; but 
the last mentioned method is by no means un- 
popular. It is good to know what others think 
about us, 

Criticism, given in sincerity, must produce sin- 
cerity. Given in any other way, it is apt to irri- 
tate; but even then it may be turned to the best 
account by the party criticised. The devil may 
tell the truth sometimes, although he doves not 
and cannot tell it in love: nevertheless, the right- 
eous may profit by it. But criticism, sincere and 
true, will, like good seed sown in a good soil, be- 
get its own likeness. 

What is sincerity? It is a just, estimate of 
. things. Sincerity will lead us to think of our- 
selves just as we are—not more highly than we 
ought to think, nor more lowly—-but according as 
God hath dealt to us the measure of faith. And 
this is the legitimate result of criticism. It re- 
duces the individual to his or her proper propor- 
tions. It tends to make us pass for just what we 
are worth. Criticism works upward as well as 
downward. It disarms self-depreciation of its 
weapons, and elevates charact+r by honest praise 
as well as blame, whenever it is due. Then why 
not love criticism,—pay a perpetual tribute of 
thanksgiving for it, and embrace it as our best 
friend? Our hearts thank God for criticisin; for 


its fruit is good. 


The Rising Star Community. 

We notice that our friends of the Rising Star 
Community at Greenville, Ohio, (whose paper was 
noticed in our last No.,) after a two years’ experi- 
ment, have become convinced that Communism, 
except to a very limited extent, is not practicable. 
Their ‘group,’ as yet, consists of but thirteen per- 
sons—cight adults, and five children—about which 
The Revolutionist informs us as follows: 

“ Our ‘Group’ commenced operations in August, 

1853. We were few in number when we began, 
and are still so. We have always he!d that those 
only should co-operate :n full fraternity of proper- 
ty interests, who have mutual confidence in the 
integrity, industry and persistent purpose of cach 
other. At the outset, we supposed that several 
families—twenty or more, perhaps—might thus 
harmonize in fraternal league, for the means of a 
higher life ; but our experience has been such as to 
convince us that they can not. Our faith in fra- 
ternal co-operation remains unshakep, We hold 
to the doctrine of self-sovereignty in fraternal re- 
lations, with respect to property and the struggle 
for life, as before ; but we think these things can 
be achieved only in the small group, and in the 
community of groups. The large community, 
with a regular, central government, necessarily 
infringes on the rights of the individual ; and there 
is no remedy. The small group of tried friends, 
however, whose attractions are known to each 
other, may co-operate without any detriment, 
whatever, to the prerogatives of the individual. 
Then, eachgroup in turn, may become individ- 
ual and co-operate with other groups, and thus 
widen the range of fraternity. 1, The individual. 
2. The Group of Individuals and Fraternity in 
the Group. 3. The Community of Groups and 
the wider range for Human Brotherhood. ;4. 
These conditions culminating in a higher Freedom 
for the Individual than any hitherto known in 
Human Society. Experience, observation and 
reflection brought us to these views, during the 
summer of 1854.” 
It scems from the above, that the argument 
against Communism is drawn from ‘ experience,” 
and as such is ‘convincing’ to those who have tried 
it. For ourselves, we have found the same argu- 
ment confirming us in quite different conclusions. 
We have lived in a much larger Community, and 
for a much longer time, than our friends of the 
‘Rising Star Association,’ and have yet to learn 
that ‘the large community, witha regular, central 
government, necessarily infringes on the rights of 
the individual,’ or is in any way ‘detrimental to 
his prerogatives.’ On the contrary, we have found 
that the area of our individual freedom has in many 
ways been proportionally enlarged as we have 
been able to merge ourselves in the community 
element. As advocates of radical, Bible Commu- 
nism, we should not be ashamed to compare notes 
with our friends on this argument from experience. 
The Revolutionist does not inform us on what 
basis this Community hopes to carry out its im- 
proved theory for the future, as given in the con- 
cluding part of the above quotation; but we im- 
agine that, before their ideal can realize any 
better success than the experience of the past, they 
will have to modify and materially enlarge their 
ideas of ‘ freedom for the individual.’ 





NEWS ITEMS. 

—The threatened danger of of an im- 
mediate civil war in Kansas, has finally been aver- 
ted, and general quietness has been restored. It 
appears that on an interview with the Free State 
party of the Territory, Gov. Shannon acknowl- 
edged that he was mistaken in the facts on which 
his proceedings against that party were based, 
and promised to send home the invading Missou- 
rians. This conclusion being communicated to 
them, they agreed to disband if the people of 
Lawrence, the place where the Free State men 
had collected, would give up theirarms. This 
they refused to do, on the ground that their arms 
were their private property, and as such-were as 
sacred to them as their lives, and that they could 
not have one without the other; ‘ whereupon the 
men in buckram valiantly returned to Missouri.’ 


—The state of things in Mexico is 
anything but quiet. There is general dissatisfac- 
tion among the people with the government, and 
General Alvarez, the President, appears to be 
destitute ofauthority or at least power to allay dis- 
turbances. A deepand wide spread revolutionary 
plot has been discovered, and General Uraga, its 
leader, arrested ; but while being escorted to the 
city of Mexico, where he was to be tried, it is 
reported that he made his escape, with tho entire 
escort which guarded him. A writer from Vera 
Cruz, dating the 7th inst., states that the con- 
dition of affairs throughout the Republic is worse 
than ever. Pronunciamentoes, robberies, mur- 
ders and disorders of all kinds prevai! generally. 


—The rumors of peace in Europe, so 





common within the last few days, continue, and 
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are apparently entitled to credit, The Washing- 
ton correspondent of the Tribune, in a telegraphic 
dispatch of the 24th inst., states, as he says on 
good authority, that the Admmistration has re- 
ceived official advices from Europe by the last 
steamer, in effect as follows: 

‘Austria has submitted an ultimatum to France 
and England, which they can accept, and substan- 
tially have accepted. I cannot state its precise 
nature, but it is based on the celebrated Four 
Points, and inclines to the Western interpretation 
of them. Austria engages now to present it to 
Russia, and stands pledged to the Allies, as a con- 
dition precedent of their assent to it, that, if Rus- 
sia rejects it, then she is to declare war and make 
common cause with the Allies” 

—The Louisiana Supreme Court has 
recently rendered a decision in the celebrated 
Gaines’ case, which orders Mrs. Gaines to be put 
in possession of the immense amount of property, 
concerning which there has been so’many years 
of litigation. 

—Intelligence has been received of the 
death of Robert Schuyler, the New York forger 


near Genoa, Italy, and is represented to have died 
a miserable, broken-hearted man. 


—Bayard Taylor is engaged in the 
preparation of a ‘Cyclopzedia of Modern Travel,’ 
to comprise the results of the researches made by 
eminent travelers from the time of Humbolt to 
Dr. Kane. It is to be published early next fall. 


—The 235th anniversary of the landing 
of the pilgrims was celebrated at Plymouth last 
Friday, the 21st inst. Hon. Wm. H. Seward de- 
livered the oration. 


—The priests have obtained a great 
triumph in Austria lately. All the schools in the 
empire, public and private, have been placed under 
their supervision, and no one can be a teacher in 
any department who is not a Catholic! 


—T he steamship Crescent City, bound 
from New York to Havana, was wrecked on the 
7th inst. on one of the Bahama reefs. Passengers 
and baggage were all saved, but the ship is a total 
oss. 

—The opening of the Hamilton and 
Toronto Railroad, in Canada, took place on Thurs- 
day the 20th inst., with a great celebration. ‘[his 
road is a branch of the Great Western Railroad, 
and is said to be yery advantageous to the inhabi- 
tants of Toronto. 


—Mr. John A. Collins, recently from 
California, and formerly of some notoriety as an 
Associationist, commenced a course of Geological 
lectures in New York, a short time since, but had 
the misfortune to lose the maps illustrative of his 
subject, by a fire which occurred at Hope Chapel 
where his lectures were being delivered. It is 
reported that his loss amounts to $10,000, and 
that this is the third loss of a similar kind experi- 
enced by him. 

—An Edinburg paper, while deprecat- 
ing the alarming prevalence of drunkenness in the 
English army in the Crimea, makes the following 
statement concerning another portion of the Allied 
army: Of the Sardinians, an incident is recorded 
to the effect, that 6000 of the army at least have 
purchased Italian Bibles, since their arrival in the 
Crimea; and that of these, 1800 took the trouble 
to come to the tent of the Bible Society’s agent 
to make the purchase. 

—The sophomore class at Yale College 
have resolved that not one of them will shave or 
be shaved till the end of the college year next 
summer. The beard movement progresses.— Life 
Illustrated. 

—An Englishman has left London for 
Sevastopol, with a little vessel of his own, to carry 
out an idea, which is thoroughly English. He 
goes out to obtain stones from the fortifications of 
the place, with which he intends building a house 
in the environs ef London. 


—Among the many ingenious uses to 
which the manufacture of iron has been appropri- 
ated, the last and most important is its conversion 
into all kinds of household furniture. Upon 
visiting, recently, an iron furniture establishment, 
we were agreeably astonished at the extent to 
which this branch of trade has reached. The 
whole catalogue of parlor and chamber furniture, 
was there represented, from the wire card-basket, 
or ladies’ toilet-mirror, to the swinging cradle, the 
arbor settee, or the Parisian bedstead—not a par- 
ticle of wood entering into their composition.— 
The reign of mahogany, rose and oak, must yield 
to that of iron. The latter is more durable—it 
cannot burn, and better than all, it will not break 





on moving days.— Home Journal. 
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Community Irems.—Business.—The extra for- 
ces which are disengaged by the Sabbath appointed 
to the land in winter, are turned principally into 
the trap-shop and peddling business. Both busi- 
nesses are found to be attractive and remunerative. 
Considerable of the work in the trap-manufacture 
is forging, and the small, portable, iron forges are 
arranged in an irregular circle at one end of the 
‘saloon,’ the fires being all supplied with air froma 
blowing apparatus in the room beneath. As an 
innovation on the old custom of isolation, we have 
in one instance two fires at one forge, at which 
two workmen may be seen. The bag-business is 
carried on moderately, furnishing work for a pleas- 
ant gathering in the parlor from one o’c!ock till 
two, and stocking a peddling waggon that goes out 
occasionally to the stores of the neighboring villa- 
ges. The children braid palm-leafas an exercise 
in industry one hour in the forenoun and after- 
noon. Evening Meetings.—The last half hour 
is devoted now regularly to criticisms, (the. 
series which commenced some time ago,) unless 
something more important demande the time, and 





and defaulter. For some time past he has resided | with the exception of Sunday evenings, which are 


given up to thanksgiving, relations of experience, 
&c. By the time the Sunday evening meetings 
come round there is heart-matter enough that 
must have vent, so that they are marked by a 
spontaneousness and anything-but-cant, that is 
highly refreshing. Last Sunday evening our 
attention was turned toward the Primitive 
Church and our approaching union with them, 
They were felt to be near, and the idea was dwelt 
upon that the spirit in which they are approaching 
us isthe happy, joyful, sportive spirit of little 
children. As to the criticisms of character, which 
occupy part of the time, it is a wonder that any 
society can do without this kind of social enter- 
tainment. The newspaper reporter skims the 
cream of the journals for us, and we hear every 
night that there is “no Speaker in the House 
yet.” Correspondence from the Communes, ped- 
dlers, friends and inquirers abroad, trap-tra- 
ders, &c., is sifted for the meeting. Letters 
from trappers occasionally give us a laugh.— 
A man sending an order for traps lately, wished 
we would procure him also a good hound, a mink- 
hunter, with such and such points, omitting to 


specify however how the article should be sent. 
——Studies.—Bibie-game av 7 ta wae avsniog,- 


Classes in Greek, French, Geometry, Algebra and 
Arithmetic, and in rudimentary branches from 7 
to 8, five evenings in the week. Sunday evening 
at the same hour, a singing-school—and Monday 
evening a class in composition. Instrumental 
music after dinner.——Amusements.—The shoe- 
shoppers on the occasion of finishing off a barre} 
of boots and shoes forthe Wallingford Commune, 
(amounting to fifty dollars worth,) held a kind 
of jubilee in their shop. They prepared a unique 
repast, invited each a lady, and to make the affair 
still more original, every shoemaker made a seat 
for his lady on his bench, and the partners ate 
from one plate. At the milkers’ supper which 
came off some time since, it was proposed that the 
boys who won some credit for heroic behavior in 
getting up the cows the last of the season, should 
be feted. This was done at one supper-hour lately. 
and among other entertainments, the following 
toast was drunk: “ Honor to the Youthful He- 
roes, who in loyal obedience to the Association 
used last fall to quit their beds in the dark hours 
of the morning, and with lantern in hand, 
sometimes alone, and sometimes through storm 
and mud go to the distant pasture and gather the 
cows, encountering discomforts, not to say dan- 
gers that would be worthy of the courage of pretty 
stout men.” We were awakened the other morn- 
ing by the carol of little voices in the hall, some 
twenty or thirty, singing ‘Awake! O, awake! you 
are sleeping too long.’ The teachers had preparedthe 
children to give us a morning serenade. There were 
no empty seats at the first table at breakfast that 
time, though frequently these dark mornings there 
are——Fare at present.—Excellent vegetables 


different uses. Milk and rice in their different uses. 
Coarse’ bread chiefly ——Mem.— Cabbage may be 
cooked like cauliflower, boiled, and then stewed 
with a milk-and-butter gravy, an improvement 
some of us think, on the usual way. Beans may be 
seasoned with butter more economically than with 
pork, and nothing lost in the taste, but entirely the 
contrary. Stew beans with a good deal of broth, 
and add dumplings ; season well, and you have 
a good dish. One day lately we had as the key 
note for dinner, coffee, which we still think is 
a superb beverage used artistically, that is, 
once in a great while as a luxury, and not habit- 
ually. The evening of the same day, for supper, 





bread and cheese and apples were passed in the 
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rlor,a fruzal meal, but rendered sweet by the 
pocial circumstarces—children and all eating 
together.——Love in the Association.—The fol- 
jowing private note, from a member to his 
young friend, which found its way into one 
of our evening meetings, may indicate our progress 
ip a department which, if it does not appear much 
ig the journal, is not counted of the least interest 
gmongus: “ Dear C:—I was thinking this morn- 
wng of the little love-token you sent me vesterday, 
gnd it occurred to me that I might show my love 
to you by giving you a littleadvice. You arejust 
beginning to be a lover, and want to be a true one. 
[et me advise you then in the first place, to re- 
member that love and work belong together, and 
are to be thoroughly mixed in the union which 
God is forming among us. Just so far as you are 
atrue lover, you will also be a faithful worker. 
Learn to despise any love that unmans you, and 
makes you slack in business and improvement. 
{n the next place, I advise you never to tell any 
sweetheart that you love her better than any body 
elke. Such expressions belong to the old marriage 
spirit, and only breed vanity and vexation in others, 
besides bringing you into implied engagements 
which you never will fulfil. Comparisons are not 
necessary. Love can be expressed very well with- 
out them. In the third place, never tell person that 
you don’t like her so well as youonce did; unless 
you mean by this to confess your own unfaithful- 
ness. Evenif she has forsaken you or has changed 
for the worse, you, a8 a true lover, are bound to 
keep your heart in the faithfulness which Paul 
expressed when he said to those he loved, ‘Iwill 
very gladly spend and be spent for you, though 
the more abundantly I love you the less 1 be loved.’ 
My object in writing you these hints is to set you 
upon thinking and studying on the subject of love, 
that you may become a true artist in the matter— 
a lover on principle, and not a mere flirter. Love 
is a science, —the noblest of all sciences—and God 
is calling us to study it, and is offering to help us, 
in theory and practice. Let us walk worthy of our 
vocation. Yours for improvement, ad 





Correspondence Glances, 
FROM OUR PEDESTRIAN ASSOCIATES. 


Osbornville, Greene Co., N.Y., Deg. 21, °55. 
Dear Frienps:—‘Homeward bound,’ by the 
way of the head waters of the velaware ana Sus- 
quelanna rivers, and shall probably arrive at 
Oneida with che New Year. I left the shores of 
the Hudson on Wednesday and took the route 
across the Catskills to this place. I found but 
little to interest me on the Hudson except the 
natural scenery. The general spirit of the people 
there is unattractivetome. * * * Rather 
than the shores of the I[udson, give me the 
hills and valleys of the interior ;—here are the 
grand old mountains, the roaring brooks, the for- 
ests, and the rocks; the people are plain and hon- 
est, and do not need a battalion of servants to 
wait on them. One breathes freer, can inspire 
deeper of the atmosphere of both the outward 
and the inward heavens. 

I have enjoyed myself mightily in my journey 
through Greene county. [have felt like God’s boy; 
have talked with the grey-bearded rocks that 
have sat enthroned for a million years, about the 
wondrous revolutions that shook the world in 
their youth, The pines and hemlocks are very 
pleasant and suggestive companions. A century 
ago, and the oldest of them was not. The ele- 
ments compusing them—carbon, oxygen, and hy- 
drogen—formed a part of the invisible air; they 
were in the wind-currents, whose ever circling 
march waved the tall pines of the Himalaya, rolled 
up the billows.of the Pacific, and played with 
wildflowers of the prairies. Atom by atom these 





XUM 


elements were gathered from the passing breeze, 

and by the strange power of vegetable life organ- 
ized into forms of beauty. And do they not 
through their evergreen glory suggest lessons of 
immortality and perennial growth? It is a good 
place to grow here, to grow up inio the fullness 
and spirit of the living God, and to drink in his 
world-long purpose to make this earth the scene 
and seat of his kingdom. The day is not far 
distant when he will rend the heavens and come 
down in all the glory of the New Jerusalem.— 
The isles wait for him: his foot-steps are on the 
mountain-tops, 

The view from the north side of the mountain 
is very fine. Before you, like a map, are spread 
more than a thousand square miles of landscape, 
comprising all of Albany county, and portions of 
Greene and Schoharie counties. The thousand 
farms, the patches of woodland, the hamlets 
and villages, the watercourses, and the long range 
of the Green Mountains bounding the eastern 





horizon, form a scene which no painter with 
either pen or pencil could transcribe. My heart 
swelled as I cast my eye over it, and saw it in the 
light of the future, as the home of Communism, 
peopled with loving hearts, and visited, like Eden 
of old, by angels and the Lord God. As such I 
claimed it; and when I turned with the inward 
eye toward the western hills, and saw Oneida, 
I realized that the contract was sealed. 
With a heart full of love, your brother, 
w 





L. P. 


Kalamazoo, Mich., Dec. 16, 1855. 

Dear Frienvs :—It is nearly two weeks since 
I left home, during which time it has for the most 
part been very pleasant weather; this, with a 
thankful heart, makes it very pleasant doing busi- 
ness. The day I left Oneida I was somewhat 
afflicted with pain and swelling in the left side of 
my face, extending to my eye; this continued for 
two days, increasing in severity until my face was 
so much swollen that I was almost frightful to 
look at. In these circumstances, I was tempted 
to think that things were working unfavorably, 
but I soon found, as I always have, that ‘ all things 
work for good to them that love God.’ At the 
end of the third day I began to be better, just at 
the time when I arrived at the place of my des- 
tination, where I intended to commence business. 
The Lord is always better to us than our fears. 
It is always safe to trust in him at all times and 
in all circumstances. 

In my meditations this morning, I was led to 
inquire of God how I could best return to him the 
tribute due for his unspeakable goodness and love 
—for the privilege of serving him, and above all 
for the gift of salvation. While reflecting on this 
subject my mind was turned to the article im the 
3d Vol of the Free Church Circular, ‘GratitupE 
versus Hypo.’ On reading the article, I found an 
answer to my inquiry; and it seemed to me while 
I was yet speaking the answer came, and my heart 
poured itself out in worship; I was filled with 
gratitude, and I found new access to Christ, and 
the company of saints and angels that surround 
his throne. I have thought many times, that no 
one ever suffered more from the hypo than! have ; 
and to find myself saved from that principality , is 
a great occasion for gratitude and thanksgiving to 
God. I believe gratitude isa cure for all evil. 
Lev uo then cultivate itin our hearts. God wants 
us to bear fruit to him; and how can we do it bet 
ter than to pour out our hearts to him in gratitude, 
till it shall arise like sweet incense to his throne. 
Whatever other business is neglected, it is clearly 
our business to ‘rejoice evermore, pray without 
ceasing, and in every thing give thanks.’ c. o. 


Canaan, Conn., Dec. 23, 1855. 

After battling for a week with the wiles of the 
dark world of mammon, it is refreshing to hold 
converse with congenial hearts, with whom I feel 
a oneness in Christ. For I confess Christ my 
life, my guide, my only source of comfort, my 
hope and trust forever more. Since leaving home 
I have had a joyful experience, and have realized 
more than ever before the present consolation 
there is in the gospel of Christ. Though I have 
had some experience not quite so pleasant, having 
suffered some from lameness in my breast, I have 
enjoyed the favor of his Spirit, which is life and 
peace. I am thankful for the consciousness I have 
of growing unity with our Community family, and 
rejoice for the victory God has given me over the 
spirit of distrust that has seemed to haunt me for 
Years past. I know that God values our school 
highly, and that it is his institution for cultivating 
faith in Christ. Je Ae 








Home Paragraphs. 
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This is the best day’s experience I have 
had in some time, as it has been to me a 
day of trial and crucifixion, which has 
tended to turn my heart in thankfulness 
toward God, and in earnest prayer that 
I may be thoroughly purged from my 
old life, and be made entirely pleasing to 
him in all things. I thank God for the 
new appreciation I have of the cross of 
Christ, and that he is teaching me by 
daily experience that in the cross is life 
and health, and that from it there is de- 
rived heavenly meekness, true fortitude, 
the joys of the Spirit, the conquest of self, 
the perfection of holiness. I confess my 
confidence in the power of the cross of 





Christ, to be made in due time all that 


THE CIRCULAR. 





God wishes I should be. And I trust 
that I shall have grace given to me that 
will make me endure any process that 
will accomplish the work of salvation in 
me. D. W. 


A few evenings since, while attending 
the dancing class, I was strongly tempt- 
ed with discouragement, and Jed to think 
that I never could learn to dance. It 
seemed that every move I made was a 
blunder, only hindering the rest of the 
class and exposing my own awkwardness. 
After being dismissed, I said to myself, I 
will turn my heart to God and pray for 
faith, when suddenly a spirit within me 
said, ‘See what improvement you have 
already made, and: be thankful for that. 
Have patience and not expect to jump at 
once into the ease and gracefulness that 
characterizes a good dancer. Apply to 
Christ, who has all the spring and elastic- 
ity you need, and who is able and willing 
to supply all your deficiencies,’ Here I 
found faith and rest, and I now realize 
that this was just the spot for me to begin 
to learn—where Christ could meet me 
and manifest his power, casting down 
imaginations, and bringing my faculties 
into obedience to himself. L. A. T. 


[ The following is from a juvenile member of the 
Community :] 

This morning as I was planning out my 
forenoon’s work, a sister asked me to work 
in her place at the printing office. I 
hesitated a little, and then complied, 
thinking it would be better for me to 
seek to please others, than to please my- 
self. While at the type-case at work, 
I began to regret that I had come down, 
and was tempted to think that if I worked 
for others all the time, I should not 
learn much, and to wish that J was up at 
the house studying: but while thinking 
thus, this verse came to my mind, 
‘In Christ are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.’ Then a new 
train of thought succeeded, and I said to 
myself, Iam not working for folks, but 
for Christ; and if he is wisdom and 
knowledge, he will give it to me if I am 
faithful. Then my heart began to fill 
up with love for Christ, and I felt as 
though I could do any thing for him; 
and I began to pick up type with re- 
newed energy, and I accomplished the 
task easily and quickly, thanking Christ 
for the privilege of working for him. 

H. M, W. 





Personal Reflections. 

The deepest purpose of my life—that 
which underlies all the feelings, thoughts 
and acts that grow out of surrounding 
circumstances, is to know Christ and be 
conformed to his image. It becomes then 
an important question for me to consider, 
by whgt course of action on my part shall 
my acquaintance with him be best pro- 
moted ? 

It is evident both from the example of 
Christ himself, as well as that of the 
apostles, and from reason, that the life ofa 
recluse is not the thing to be desired. To 
shut myself up to solitary meditation and 
prayer, as the business of my life, will not |] 
draw me nearer to Christ, nor invite him 
to make my heart hishome. If that were 
the thing well pleasing to him, he would 
have so directed his diseiples—but he nev- 
er did: nor does all the Bible contain a 
passage that can fairly be constrned to 
point out sucha life. It is good to ‘ en- 


i 








ter into one’s closet and shut the door,’!t 


and pray to our Father in secret ; to 


sion. 
out most everything else, comfortably ; 
and if we have that we shall double our 
enjoyment of all other things. Without 
that, we can have all that heart can, 
wish, as far as externals are concerned— 
eating and drinking, and pleasant cireum- 
stances—and yet be miserable. 
how to get a merry heart, is the great 
problem that all creation has been groan- 
ing and travailing until now, to find out. 
Well, it seems to us that it is very easy 
to arrive at a certain understanding about 
the matter ; and this is our solution of 
the problem : 
corresponds to God in the universe. 
truest idea of God is, that he is the- cen- 
ter—the heart of the universe. Ag the 
heart in us is that from which all life and 





tudy and meditate on his word ; to com- 


mune with our own heart. But we have 

also a work to do, a part to play in the 

outward world. The Bible exhor‘s us to 

be diligent in business ; the glory and 

beauty of God’s works around us invite 

attention, and reward it: the varied 

pleasures of the senses were not designed 

by their great Creator in vain ;—all these 

things claim a share of the attention of 
a true man ; and yet the purposeof a true: 
man is, to know nothing but Christ and 

him crucified. 


If I look back in my experience’ to- 


those times when I felt nearest to Christ, 

and examine the attitude of my heart 

then, what do I find there that was at- 

tractive to him? In every case, sim- 

plicity and faith—childlike belief that he 

meant what he said ; that he was in my 
heart because he said he was-;. that he 

would answer prayer because he said he 

would ; and the nearer my approach. to: 
this simplicity, the longer and happier 

my fellowship with him. 
takes his word, against feelings and ap- 

pearances, now, as in the days of the: 
Primitiye church, opens our hearts to: 

him, so that he comes in and sups with’: 
us. There are many ways in which this 

faith can be exercised in daily life. We 

need not wait for some great oceasion, . 
or expect that our fellowship with: Ohrist . 
must grow only by fits and startsy.as it 

were, when some rare combination of 
circumstances almost compels us to go to 

him, 


Faith that 


Christ is a personal, present being, 


and he is accessible by means similar to 
those by which we would seek the ac- 
quaintance of a human being. A loving 
study of his character as portrayed in 
the scriptures, constant reference to him 
in the way of prayer, as one would con- 
sult a friend, and a cukivation in our- 
selves of those things that, we know to 
be most pleasing to him,—such a court- 
ship as this cannot fail of its desired end, 
with one who is as ready as he is to meet 
every advance that we make. - 


D. 








Cable Calk, 
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A CHRISTMAS OFFERING, 
A merry heart is an invaluable posses- 
If -we have that, we can do with- 








But 


The heart in us certainly 
The 


ight and love issue through the body, 


so God is to the universe a heart that is 
the source of life and light and love. As 
the spiritual center in us determines the 
conditions of the whole man, so the spir- 


tual center of the whole universe deter- 


mines the conditions of the univergse.— 
Well, then, we have found out in respect 


o the universe in general, and in respect 
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